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use the rules: (1) restrict capitalization of common 
names to names taken from proper nouns and (2) follow 
"Vascular Plants of the Northwest," by Hitchcock et 

al., 1955-64, for capitalization of scientific names. 


Alpha Code 


For those workers unfamiliar with the system 
used herein for forming letter symbols, five simple 
criteria are listed below: 


1. Symbols for SPECIES binomials are composed of 
the first two letters of the genus and the 
first two of the species. 

2. Symbols for SUBSPECIES or VARIETY trinomials 
are made up of five letters: the first two 
of the genus, the first two of the species, 
and the first letter of the variety or sub- 
Species. 

3. The "SUFFIX" number or "tie breaker" is part 
of the alpha symbol. [hese short numbers are 
added to differentiate between what would 
otherwise be duplicate symbols. 

4. GENUS symbols are composed of the first five 
letters of the genus. Duplications are re- 
solved by adding a numerical "tie breaker" 
to the five-letter genus symbol. Eight 
genera have less than five letters in their 
names; hence, their names without any change 
become the symbols. 

5. Use of all CAPITAL LETTERS in the alpha code 
is a requirement of ADP equipment. However, 
the field worker will also note that use of 
all capitals on his field sheets reduces 
possible confusion between letters and certain 
numerals occurring as the "suffix" of some 
alpha symbols. 


The alpha code can be made a little more conve- 
nient if field workers compile extracts of this pub- 
lication, including only species found in the locality 
of their work. 


A separate listing of just synonyms with their 
valid names is included in this edition. It should 
help in compiling old data, in which previous editions 
of the symbol list were used, particularly where names 
have been modernized. 


Another new feature of this edition is a listing 
of eight soil surface items which could be part of a 
plot inventory. Appropriate symbols have been sug- 
gested for these items. 


Numeric Code 


To accommodate situations where the available 
data processing machines can handle only numeric data 
but no letter or alpha code, a numeric code has again 
been included in the symbol compilation. The conver- 
sion from alpha code on the field sheets to numerals 
for automatic data processing can be made in one of 
two ways: (a) numeric symbols might be manually added 
by a field sheet editor or (b) numeric symbols can be 
automatically added to punched cards from an acquired 
set of master cards or a master tape record, which 
possesses both types of coding. The second suggestion 
would be the best conversion procedure where voluminous 
records must be processed. The cards or tape for mak- 
ing the conversion can be purchased through Oregon 
State University, Range Management Department. 


Growth-Form Designators 


Since growth-form designators are not shown in 
the lists here as part of the alpha code and the 
numeric code has a few inconsistencies in designating 
Shrubs, those workers needing growth-form coding for 
computer work will find it best handled by adding a 
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Inquiries 


_ From time to time, this plant list with codes 
will be revised by the Pacific Northwest Forest and 
Range Experiment Station and the Range Management 
Department of Oregon State University. They hold the 
master data and program for assigning plant symbols 
and welcome suggestions about addition of species 
names, location of possible errors, and inclusion of 
features which might make future editions more service- 
able. Those desiring computer printouts with a dif- 
ferent format or inclusions than published here should 
make inquiry to the Range Management Department of 
Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon, 97331. 
Requests for copies of this paper should be addressed 
to Pacific Northwest Forest and Range Experiment Sta- 
tion, P. 0. Box 3141, Portland, Oregon, 97208. 


MASTER LIST 
OF SPECIES AND SYMBOLS 
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Column 
number Item 
] Name of genus 
2 Name of species 
3 Name of subspecies or variety 
4 Synonymy code: Blank = valid name; 
] = synonym, but correct name is in same 
genus; 2 = synonym, correct name is in a 
different genus 
5 Alpha symbol 
6 Numerical "suffix" to alpha symbol or the 
"tie breaker" 
if Numeric symbol 
8 Common name 
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